
Veterans Behavioral Health 

Track of Nashua:

Challenges and Successes



New Hampshire has the 5th highest veteran 

population (per capita) in the United States. 

• A common misconception is that all veterans 

receive their medical care through Veteran 

Administration (VA) facilities. 

• Not all veterans are eligible for care at the VA and 

many choose not to receive care at a VA facility.  

• Of the 113,094 veterans residing in New Hampshire 

only 42,747 are enrolled in the Veteran’s 

Administration.

• Of those enrolled only 28,730 receive their health 

care at Veteran’s Administration.

New Hampshire Legislative Commission on Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder and Traumatic Brain 

Injury, January 2014



Why is this relevant to the topic today?

• Through community education and by asking the 

question, “have you served,” we can ensure that 

we identify veterans in our communities and 

improve access to treatment, and continue to 

develop programs/services to address the needs 

of veterans and their families. 

• Today, we will spend time discussing the 

challenges and successes encountered by the 

Veterans Behavioral Health Track of Nashua and 

the community partners who organized to help 

serve veterans involved in the criminal justice 

system. 



Our Mission

• The Veterans Behavioral Health Track (VBHT) seeks to 

provide an effective and meaningful alternative to the 

traditional criminal justice system for justice-involved 

veterans and service members. Our goal is to promote 

prompt intervention, education, treatment and 

recovery in order to improve the quality of the 

veteran’s or service member’s life, reduce recidivism 
and improve community safety.



Challenges:

• The challenge of stigma- A veteran who is struggling to 

accept treatment due to shame or chooses not to 

receive services through the Veteran’s Administration 

(VA) to avoid having a behavioral health condition 

noted in their military record. 

• Access to treatment- A veteran who is ineligible for VA 

services or believes that they are not VA eligible due to 

their character of service.  

• Educating Community Providers- Having a network of 

mental health professionals outside the VA who have 

received training on military culture, PTSD, Traumatic 

Brain Injury (TBI), and other invisible wounds. 

• Developing partnerships with community providers, the 

VA, Vet Centers, and civilian organizations to better 

serve the needs of veteran’s and their families. 



Successes:

• The Justice Involved Task Force (JIV)- helped to initiate 

steps forward in obtaining approval from The 

Administrative Court to develop a specialized docket for 

justice involved veterans and provided technical 

assistance in the development of the Veteran’s 

Behavioral Health Track.

• The Honorable Judge James Leary, a strong veteran 

supporter accepted the recommendation to pilot the 

program. Diane Levesque, Veterans Justice Outreach 

worker with the VA accepted the recommendation to 

be the court liaison.  

• The Nashua Group –included key stakeholders in the 

development of Veterans Behavioral Health Track 

building off the foundation of the mental health court, 

incorporating the 10 components of the Veteran’s 

treatment court. 



Successes continued….

• Easter Seals NH Military & Veteran Services partnered with 

VBHT to provide services to non-VA eligible veterans and 

their families. As well as coordinate the mentorship piece 

of the program. 

• Veterans Law Project Legal Boots on the Ground conceived 

by Larry Vogelman has become a partner in providing legal 

services and resources to veterans throughout New 

Hampshire. 

• The successes are in large part due to an overwhelming 

show of support and the inclusion of the key stakeholders 

in the development, implementation, and on-going 

evolution of the program. 


