
REQUESTING 

RESTITUTION  

The amount of restitution      
ordered in a criminal case 
is reduced by a civil award 

given to the victim in a 
lawsuit and vice versa. 

 
“[New Hampshire law] does not bar, 
suspend, or otherwise affect any 
right or liability for damages, penalty, 
forfeiture or other remedy authorized 
by law to be recovered or enforced in 
a civil action, regardless of whether 
the conduct involved in such civil ac-
tion constitutes an 
economic loss. 
Any restitution  
ordered and paid 
shall be deducted 
from the amount 
of any judgment 
awarded in a civil 
action brought by the victim or other 
authorized    claimant against the 
offender based on the same facts. If 
the restitution    ordered and made 
was work        restitution, the reason-
able value of the  services may be 
deducted from any such judgment.”                                     
                                         RSA 651:65 

 
“The court shall reduce any civil 
damage awards by restitution        
ordered and paid to the victim.”                                                
                                        RSA 651:63, IV  
    

  

OFFICE OF THE GRAFTON COUNTY ATTORNEY 

VICTIM/WITNESS PROGRAM 

(603)787-2040 

victimwitness@co.grafton.nh.us 

OFFICE OF THE GRAFTON COUNTY ATTORNEY 

VICTIM/WITNESS PROGRAM 

3785 DARTMOUTH COLLEGE HWY, BOX 7 

NORTH HAVERHILL, NH 03774 

Phone: (603)787-2040 

Fax: (603)787-2026 

E-mail: victimwitness@co.grafton.nh.us 

THE PROSECUTOR MAY ASK THE COURT  

TO REIMBURSE A CRIME VICTIM  

FOR ANY ECONOMIC LOSSES SUFFERED  

AS A RESULT OF THE OFFENDER’S CRIME.  

 

When will restitution be paid? 

 
Restitution is  usually  not paid in a lump 
sum. Often It is collected and distributed  
at a rate determined by the Department of   
Corrections Probation and Parole Office.   
 
Orders for restitution remain in full force and ef-
fect until paid in full.  Restitution is a lifelong obli-
gation.  It is not affected by filings of bankruptcy 
by a  defendant.  
 
The Probation and Parole Department may    
request a hearing with the court in the event a 
restitution figure is not provided prior to         
sentencing.   
 
Contact the Probation and Parole Office         
directly in the event you relocate after  restitution 
is ordered.  Failure to provide current information 
may delay and/or  discontinue distribution of res-
titution.  
 
NH Department of Corrections 
Probation and Parole Department 
3785 Dartmouth College Hwy 
North Haverhill, NH 03774 
(603)787-6900   
smorris@nhdoc.state.nh.us 

 

Failure to provide documentation  
may result in restitution not being 
            ordered by the court. 



A court may order restitution 
to a victim in a criminal case. 
 

“Any offender may be sentenced to 
make restitution in an amount            
determined by the court. . . .  Restitution 
may be ordered regardless of the       
offender's ability to 
pay and regardless of 
the availability of    
other compensation;       
however,   restitution 
is not intended to 
compensate the    
victim more than once for the same    
injury.  A restitution order is not a civil 
judgment.”                       RSA 651:63, I. 

What is considered restitution? 

 

“’Restitution’ means money or service provid-
ed by the offender to compensate a victim for 
economic loss . . . .”               RSA 651:62,V.   

The economic loss must be “a result of an of-
fender's criminal conduct.”          RSA 651:62,V. 

“’Economic loss’ means out-of-pocket losses 
or other expenses incurred as a direct result of 
a criminal offense, including: 

(a) Reasonable charges incurred for          
reasonably needed products, services and 
accommodations,    including but not limited 
to charges for medical and dental care,   
rehabilitation, and other 
remedial treatment and 
care including mental 
health services for the  
victim or, in the case of 
the death of the victim, 
for the victim's spouse 
and immediate family;  

(b) Loss of income by the victim or the vic-
tim's dependents;  

(c) The value of damaged, destroyed, or lost  
property;  

(d) Expenses reasonably incurred in obtaining 
ordinary and necessary services in lieu of 
those the injured or deceased victim would 
have performed, if the crime had not       
occurred, for the benefit of the victim or the 
victim's dependents;  

(e) Reasonable expenses related to funeral 
and burial or crematory services for the  
decedent victim.”                   RSA 651:62, III. 

A criminal court can reduce       
the amount of restitution             

at a later date. 
“The supervising agency, or the offender 
who has been sentenced to pay         
restitution and has not inexcusably      
defaulted in payment thereof, may at any 
time petition the court which sentenced 
him for a revocation of any unpaid      
portion of the restitution. If the court finds 
that the circumstances which warranted 
the  imposition of the restitution have 
changed, or that it would otherwise be 
unjust to require payment, the court may 
revoke the unpaid portion of the           
restitution in whole or in part, or modify 
the time and method of payment.”                              
                                               RSA 651:66. 

Restitution made by an         
offender to a victim is  

important under NH law. 
 

“The legislature finds and declares that 
the victims of crimes often suffer losses 
through no fault of their own and for 
which there is no compensation. It also 
finds that repayment, in whole or in part, 
by the offender to the victim can operate 
to rehabilitate the offender. It is the     
purpose of [New Hampshire law] to     
establish a presumption that the victim 
will be compensated by the offender who 
is responsible for the loss. Restitution by 
the offender can serve to reinforce the 
offender's sense of responsibility for the 
offense, to provide the offender the     
opportunity to pay the offender's debt to 
society and to the victim in a constructive 
manner, and to ease the burden of the 
victim as a result of the criminal act.”                        

                                              RSA 651:61-a,I. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE LAWS REGARDING RESTITUTION 

REQUESTING RESTITUTION 

      If you are seeking restitution, you 
must immediately submit a completed           

restitution form with supporting            
documentation such as bills and receipts to:       

Office of the Grafton County Attorney       
Victim/Witness Program                                 
3785 Dartmouth College Hwy, Box 7 
North Haverhill, NH 03774 
 
Failure to provide documentation may    
result in restitution not being ordered 

  
 ATTENTION 

 
The information you share with us likely will be 
turned over  to the court, the defense, the  
probation department, and any other entities as 
permitted by law. 
 


