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Why Broadband

Source: Institute for Local Self Reliance

Lebanon, VA – Pop 3,206 

Dawsonville, GA – Pop 2,882

Gibbon, MN – Pop 749

Princeton, IL – Pop 7,603

Newport, WA – Pop 2,071



Why Broadband
Chanute, KS – Pop 9,102

Source: Institute for Local Self Reliance

Martinsville, VA – Pop 12,852



DRAFT 
Backbone Map
*For discussion purposes only



Commissioner 
Piper: District 
1 Impact

Area (sq. mi.) 126

Total Locations 11,244

Residential Locations 10,382

Residential Population 27,827

Households 11,692

Housing Units 12,905

Business Locations 3,809

Wireless Towers 15



Commissioner 
Lauer: District 
2 Impact

Area (sq. mi.) 798

Total Locations 19,073

Residential Locations 17,587

Residential Population 31,107

Households 14,584

Housing Units 20,468

Business Locations 4,119

Wireless Towers 21



Commissioner 
Ahern: 
District 3 
Impact

Area (sq. mi.) 584

Total Locations 17,933

Residential Locations 16,831

Residential Population 31,244

Households 13,234

Housing Units 19,030

Business Locations 3,385

Wireless Towers 12



FY21 Budget Request
1. Budget Request - $15,000

• $9,000 - Mapping, High Level Design & 
Cost Estimate, 1-2 Page “Selling 
Document” and Business Model Review 
– TBA (Sole Source?)

• $6,000 - Funding Strategy/Plan, Grants: 
Writing and Management – NCIC

2. Authorization to Pursue Grants and 
Accept Unanticipated Revenues



FY22 Budget Request
FY22 REQUESTS:

1. 2022 Budget Request - $50,000

• 30% Engineering Design & Mapping, Cost 
Estimate, Pole Ownership Review, Map 
Business/Partnership Plan, Project Plan 

• Grants: Writing and Management

2. Match from Rescue Plan $ (along with SB 85 
$) – $ TBA

3. Authorization to Pursue Grants and Accept 
Unanticipated Revenues



Funding 
Opportunities

American Rescue Plan Act:

• $457 million for counties and municipalities, $122 
million for critical capital projects, $350 million for 
schools.

• $457 million: broadband construction specifically 
called out. Availability soon.

• $122 million: broadband may be eligible.

Omnibus Budget Bill (Dec. 2020)

• $250 Million for Additional FCC Support for 
Telehealth

• $300 Million to Promote Broadband Expansion to 
Unserved Americans

• $65 Million for Better Broadband Maps



Funding 
Opportunities

Northern Border Regional Commission:

• Best opportunity for economic development. 
Received $5m more than usual. Make connections to 
Opportunity Zones. Can match other federal funds! 
Deadline May 14. 

US Economic Development Administration

• Another good opportunity for economic 
development. $200m available. Rolling deadline. 

NH SB 85:

• State grants for planning and construction for 
projects at 50/50% - Availability and deadline 
unknown.



Northern 
Border 
Regional 
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